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Ordering Dynamism in Consciousness and Action toward Magic in Contemporary
Japanese Society

ARAKAWA, Toshihiko
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The following can be noted from the 2006 and 2020 surveys, both of which
were conducted among residents of Tokyo"s 23 wards. (1) Women"s awareness to magical things
(instrumental religiosity) are more poplar than men, and young people are more magical than elderly
people. (2) The attitude of owning a kamidana is more magical than owning a butsudan (Buddhist
altar). (3) Visiting graves is inherited as a place to pray for worldly benefits. (4) There is no
change in the tendency for people®s awareness of the effects of magic to be divided into magical and
psychological effects. (5) Fortunetelling remains popular among young people and women. (6) The
resistance to the disposal of amulets has diminished over the past 14 years. (7) The stronger the
awareness of traditional practices, the higher the rate of participation in community activities,
indicating that although globalization is progressing in Japan, traditional and conservative
residents are the leaders of the local community.
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