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Practical research for reconsidering the theory of indigenous development
proposed by Tsurumi Kazuko as a social movement theory

Sugimoto, Seiko
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This project aimed to compile a database of documents in the Kazuko Tsurumi
Collection at Kyoto Bunkyo University and to promote interdisciplinary research on the “ Theory of
Endogenous Development” of Tsurumi Kazuko, focusing especially on her field research at Minamata.
This study revealed that the encounter between her theoretical study for rediscovering the
endogenous features in the work of Yanagita Kunio and Minakata Kumagusu and her experience of the
fieldwork on lives and activities of sufferers of Minamata disease and their supporters led Tsurumi
to develop her "Endogenous Development Theory" into a practical social movement theory for a “
Creative Symbiotic Society"”, rather than just an “ alternative modernization theory” as it is
generally said. Through this study, we reconsidered and relocated “ Theory of Endogenous
Development” of Tsurumi Kazuko in the history of post-war modern thought.
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