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Community-based participatory research for consciousness of natural capital and
networks in satoyama

Fukamachi, Katsue
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Based on a participatory research project in the satoyama at the foot of
Hira Mountain in Otsu City, Shiga Prefecture, we conducted spatial planning and community design for
the independent regeneration and utilization of natural capital in order to raise awareness and
create a network of natural capital. In the process of raising awareness, we conducted a series of
surveys and workshops at an old folk house, which served as a base for participatory research, and
clarified the factors and processes important for raising awareness and creating a network. We
examined designs that create and sustain relationships between tangible and intangible natural
capital that serves as a symbol of the community and the community, and created a mechanism for
sustainable utilization. Furthermore, the project was visualized as satoyama corridors and regional
networks connecting the nature and culture of the forest, village, and waterside areas, and
presented as maps and programs.
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