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We found that fungal partner shifts during the life history of plants are
not rare in various plant groups. Four shift patterns of fungal partners during the life history of
plants exist: 1) complete shift, 2) decreasing the specificity, 3) increasing the specificity, and
4) consistent. Shift patterns are changeable even among closely related plant species. It is
essgnti@l to incorporate the temporal axis, i. e., life history of plants, to evaluate plant-fungus
symbiosis.
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