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Perfluorinated alkyl substances exposure and onset of puberty - birth cohort and
in vitro studies
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Per and polyfluorinated substances (PFAS) is a class of chemicals known for

"endocrine disrupting” effects. A birth cohort study examined the effects of prenatal PFAS
exposure on gonadal function and onset of puberty. Prenatal PFAS exposure lowered testosterone
levels and increased progesterone and INSL3 levels at birth. PFTrDA delayed the age of menarche in
girls. ESR1 polymorphisms may modulate the effects of PFAS on sexual differentiation. In vitro
study, PFOA and PFNA showed agonist activity of ERalpha and PPARalpha. PFOA and PFNA were agonists
of ERalpha and PPARalpha, whereas no agonist of antagonist activation of ERbeta, AR, GR, TR. Up or
down regulation of about 800-intracellular gene expression were observed upon PFOA exposure,
including PPARalpha receptors signaling genes and cytokines and IgE related genes.
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INSL3

PFOS  INSL3 Itoh et al., 2016
PFOS  PFTrDA P4
PFOS P4 Itoh et al., 2016
Boys Girls
n >LOD Min 25% 50% 75% Max n >0D Min  25% 50% 75% Max
E2 244 100.0 1.08 475 7.06 11.09 168.15 144 100.0 114 9364 4.64 742 1137
DHEA 244 100.0 0.36 1.25 1.79 2.63 35.62 144 100.0 028 2271 1.47 214 3.13
T 244 100.0 3320 106.45 154.55  214.55 25456.00 144  100.0 38.60 2484.80 80.35 114.25 181.85
P4 244 100.0 9535 31726 436.78 607.12 1307.89 144 100.0 115.95 1112.75 276.45 368.71 498.43
LH 241 95.4 0.07 0.26 0.73 1.80 7.70
FSH 241 97.5 0.13 0.44 0.87 1.40 4.90
Inhibin B 244 99.6 5.00 9450 117.00 141.75  340.00
Insulin like
244 100.0 0.06 0.18 0.28 0.35 1.20
factor 3
PFAS
Estradiol Testosterone Progesterone DHEA Inhibin B INSL3 LH FSH
B 95%CI B 95%Cl1 B 95%CI B 95%Cl1 B 95%CI B 95%Cl1 B 95%Cl1 B 95%Cl1
Boys
PFHXS 0050 -0.151 0.251  -0.106 -0.296 0.085  0.153 0.039 0268 ** -0.146 -0.320 0028+ 0.033 -0.067 0.133  0.186 0.047 0.324** -0.215 -0510 0.080 -0.146 -0.320 0.028 +
Total PFOS  0.234 -0.009 0476  -0.106 -0.339 0.127  0.183 0043 0.324* 0021 -0.193 0236  -0073 -0.196 0050 0209 0.038 0379*  0.099 -0.269 0467  0.145 -0.100 0.391
PFOA -0.034 -0.214 0.146  -0.156 -0.327 0.015+ 0.007 -0.098 0.112 -0.103 -0.261 0.055 -0.041 -0.131 0.050  0.061 -0.066 0.188 0.162 -0.109 0.434  0.180 0.000 0361t
PFENA 0.008 -0.237 0.253  -0.193 -0.425 0.039 -0.010 -0.153 0.132 -0.150 -0.364 0.064 0.009 -0.114 0.133  0.012 -0.161 0.185 0.261 -0.110 0.631 0.182 -0.064 0.429
PFDA  -0.031 -0.219 0157  -0.166 -0.343 0.010+ 0.063 -0.046 0.172 -0.095 -0.259 0.068  -0.018 -0.112 0.077  0.012 -0.120 0.144 0.080 -0.202 0.362  0.079 -0.109 0.267
PFUNDA  -0.090 -0.238 0.059  -0.154 -0.294 -0.013*  0.026 -0.061 0.113 -0.078 -0.209 0.052 -0.016 -0.091 0.059 -0.023 -0.128 0.083 0.063 -0.162 0.287 0.045 -0.105 0.194
PFDoDA  -0.222 -0.444 -0.001  -0.260 -0.470 -0.050 * -0.062 -0.192 0.067 -0.228 -0.420 -0.037 * 0.002 -0.109 0.113  0.049 -0.107 0.205 0.048 -0.289 0.385 -0.022 -0.247 0.203
PFTrDA _ -0.061 -0.244 0.123  -0.106 -0.280 0.068 -0.017 -0.123 0.090 -0.014 -0.175 0.147 0.012 -0.079 0.103  0.086 -0.041 0.214 0.015 -0.261 0.291 0.067 -0.117 0.250
Girls
PFHxS 0.212 -0.005 0.429t+ 0.151 -0.045 0.346 0.145 0021 0.268 * 0.123 -0.065 0.312
Total PFOS -0.089 -0.361 0.182  -0.080 -0.330 0.171 0.010 -0.147 0.168 0.049 -0.197 0.294
PFOA  0.197 -0.016 0411+ 0081 -0.118 0279  0.017 -0.108 0.142 -0.010 -0.205 0.185
PFNA 0.085 -0.182 0.352  -0.062 -0.308 0.184 0.038 -0.117 0.193 -0.096 -0.336 0.145
PFDA -0.033 -0.248 0.182  -0.088 -0.286 0.110 -0.003 -0.127 0.122 -0.033 -0.228 0.161
PFUNDA  -0.010 -0.188 0.167 0.008 -0.155 0.171 -0.042 -0.145 0.060 0.106 -0.053 0.265
PFDODA  -0.061 -0.262 0.140  -0.208 -0.390 -0.026 *  0.092 -0.021 0.205 -0.091 -0.272 0.090
PFTrDA  0.063 -0.152 0.278  -0.048 -0.239 0.143 0.127 0.005 0.249 * 0.161 -0.021 0.344
PFAS and hormones are log natural transformed and introduced into each model separately
Adjusted for maternal age, parity, maternal smoking during pregnancy, t P<0.1, *P<0.05, **P<0.01
PFTrDA
PFAS
boys (height spart) girls (menarche)
beta 95%CI p-value beta 95%Cl p-value
PFHXA 1.224 -2.215 4.664 0.485 1.482 -0.432 3.396 0.128
Total PFOS -3.329 -7.908 1.250 0.154 1.644 -0.711 4.000 0.170
PFOA -0.786 -4.121 2.549 0.644 0.154 -1.662 1971 0.867
PFNA -0.631 -5.046 3.785 0.779 0.314 -1.903 2.531 0.780
PFDA 1.048 -2.458 4.553 0.557 0.630 -1.107 2.367 0.476
PFUNDA -0.168 -3.092 2.756 0.910 1.366 -0.154 2.886 0.078
PFDODA -1.303 -5.110 2.504 0.502 1111 -0.583 2.806 0.198
PETIDA -0.206 -3.624 3.212 0.906 2.449 0.577 4.321 0.011

PFAS is log natural transformed and introduced into each model

Adjusted for maternal age, parity, maternal smoking during pregnancy
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INSL3
PFAS
Boys Girls p-value
LoQ sample . . . sample . . .
umber  <LOQEY)  25wtile  Sowtile 7swtle M <LOQ) 25wtile  SOtile  7Swtile
Estradiol (pg/mL) 1 223 9.6 <LoD 192 97.4 <LoD 0.065
DHEA-S (ng/mL) 01 223 00 30797 65203  989.72 193 00 34249 49171 81624 0.004
Pregnenolone-S (ng/mL) 0.01 223 00 2234 2020 3864 193 00 1838 2410 3161 <0.001
11-deoxycorticosterone (ng/mL) 0.05 223 915 0.00 0.00 <LOD 193 91.2 <LOD 0.867
11-deoxycortisol (ng/mL) 005 223 242 0.01 0.24 0.48 103 228 0.08 020 042 0.443
170H-Progesterone (ng/mL) 0.05 223 100.0 <LOD 193 100.0 <LOD 1.000
21-deoxycotisol (ng/mL) 0.05 223 100.0 <LOD 193 100.0 <LOD 1.000
Aldosterone (ng/mL) 005 223 1000 <LoD 103 1000 <LoD 1,000
Androstendione (ng/mL) 0.05 223 13 0.14 0.19 0.33 193 05 0.24 048 096 <0.001
Corticosterone (ng/mL) 10 223 341 0.00 0.4 115 193 316 0.00 0.52 091 0.885
Cortisol (ng/mL) 10 223 18 3416 4862 6820 193 26 3208 4780 6016 0.487
Cortisone (ng/mL) 10 223 00 1295 1735 2315 193 00 1311 1968 2471 0.026
Progesterone (ng/mL) 0.01 223 100.0 <LOD 193 100.0 <LOD 1.000
Testosterone (ng/mL) 0.01 223 97.8 <LOD 193 97.4 <LOD 0.804
(DHEA/Androstendione(3g) 223 1069.66  3347.62 501349 103 531.84 119526  1940.32 <0.001
Anarostendione/estosterone (1f 223 28090 37555 6579 103 46463 95208 185408 <0.00L
Cortisone/Cortisol (118) 223 0.27 0.34 0.42 103 033 040 048 <0.001
LH(mIU/mL) 01 221 2.4 011 081 170 191 361 0.05 0.92 3.60 0.059
FSH(mIU/mL) 01 221 0.0 170 2.40 3.60 191 05 250 3.90 5.20 <0.001
InhibinB(pg/mL) 10 221 09 5835 10350  143.40 191 152 1490 3490  68.60 <0.001
INSL3(ng/mL) 0.009 221 5.9 0.03 0.05 0.09 191 4.7 0.02 003 005 <0.001
2 In Vitro
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