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Formation of the concept on waste and transformation of materiality in Africa
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The process by which things become useless as daily utensils (i.e., things
become garbage) is determined by multilayered relationships between people and things, materiality.
Objects used in Africa are created, used, and returned to the earth after their forms decay by
people in a material circulation. People’ s knowledge and technology encourages this circulation to
speed it up or stall it. In Africa, some ethnic groups do not have a term "garbage" in their mother
language as a useless object. In the Aari community in Ethiopia, the term "good" or "bad"™ in their
mother language is used, rather than "useless". Aari people are involved in this material
circulation by using their knowledge and technology. The process by which objects become useless
waste is influenced by human behavior based on the socio-cultural context.
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