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We revealed genetic diversity and intra- and interspecific relationships of
Capsicum spp., especially C. annuum, C. frutescens, and C. chinense, in the Asia-Pacific region by
using SSR and AFLP markers, RAD-seq, and SNPs in chloroplast genomes. We also carried out an
ethnobotanical survey of Capsicum spp. in Micronesia and Indonesia to investigate the distribution
of Capsicum spp. in these regions and to compare the local nomenclature and usage (in terms of
perceptions of pungent Capsicum spp.; knowledge of weedy forms of C. frutescens; bird behavior
toward Capsicum fruit; usage as a condiment, vegetable, and/or medicine; and popular beliefs and
rituals related to this genus) with those in other areas in the Asia-Pacific region for
understanding the relationship between people there and Capsicum spp.
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Table 1

pwepuh

pepa
pfeffer pepper

Table 1

Table 1. Uses of the leaves of Capsicum peppers (mainly C. frutescens) in the Yap Idands, Mili Atoll, and nearby

areasin Micronesia.

Uses of the leaves of Capsicum

Frequency of use per*2

peppers as a vegetable * Week Month Y oar
Yes No Total Several Once  Several Once  Severa
Yap 18[S0:16,FR: 9] 0 18 7 2 2 6 1
Chuuk State, FSM ] )
(Yamarmoto 2012) 49 [S0:46, FR: 6] 27 76 0 11 8 15 15
Pohnpei Sate, FSM ] )
(Yamarmoto 2011) 78 [S0:78, FR: 5] 18 96 8 21 13 30 6
Kosrae State, FSVI ] )
(Yamamoto 2013) 17 [S0:12, FR:12] 5 22 1 0 3 3 10
Mili 0 11 1 — — _ _ _

[]*1: they used leaves for SO: soup and FR: fried vegetables. Results from multiple answer.
2 guestions for people who eat leaves of Capsicum peppers.

sele
nisa

maresan
kamlaku

colo-colo

chile

kastena pasat
maresan maresin

Tombok

Table 2

Referred from Y amamoto (2021)
cili
siling sili sini
araputa karatupa katupa maisa

baresan
kaimulake kamlaka

sambal



Tombok
ladang cabe cabe-cabe cabih
2 sambal

Table 3

Table 2. Uses of the leaves of Capsicum peppers (mainly C. frutescens) in Maluku Province,

Indonesia.

Uses of the leaves of Capsicum Frequency of use per*1

peppers as a vegetable Month Year
Yes No Total Several Once Severa

Ambon Idand 1 12 13 0 1 0
Seram Island 2 11 13 0 0 2
Buru Island 5 4 9 0 2 3
TheKei Idands 3 7 10 0 3 0
The Aru Idands 2 7 9 0 1 1
The Tanimbar Idands 1 13 14 0 0 1
The Leti Idands 0 5 5 0 0 0
Total 14 59 73 0 7 7

. questions for 14 interviewees who eat leaves of Capsicum peppers.
Referred from Y amamoto and Girsang (2021)

Table 3. Uses of the leaves of Capsicum peppers (mainly C. frutescens)
in the Karimunjawa Islands, Central Java, Indonesia.

Uses of the leaves of Capsicum Frequency of use
peppers as a vegetable Several times A few times
Yes No Total per month per year
9 17 26 4 5

. questions for 9 interviewees who eat leaves of Capsicum peppers.
Referred from Yamamoto et al . (2022)
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