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This project centered around the cultural and analytical concepts of "
kyoi" and "kai"i". Kyoi in Japanese is a term which means "marvels" or "wonders"™, and is used in
scholarly research to designate such a genre of texts in the monotheistic world in Europe and West
Asia (mirabilia in Latin and ajaib in Arabic). Kai"i, on the other hand, has its roots in the
Chinese word guaiyi, or the "strange" and "uncanny", designating anomalous beings and phenomena that

were considered as omens of cosmic unbalance and disturbances.

By juxtaposing these concepts we provided a common platform for researchers of various fields,
such as encyclopedism, occultism, and yokai studies, offering an alternative analytical framework
for the study of the imaginary. Through case studies on representations of kyoi and kai®i, we
reevaluated the concept of the "supernatural™ as an Eurocentric ontological category, which may
distort essential cosmological principles of pre-modern non-Western cultures.
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