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Early history of the leap of Homo sapiens: A comprehensive study on the
beginning of maritime migration in East Asia

Kaifu, Yousuke
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The seas surrounding the Japanese archipelago were the areas where one of

the world"s oldest, challenging maritime expeditions were performed by early Homo sapiens, but their
details have remained unknown. In this study, we examined new and old evidence of maritime
transportation left at archaeological sites around four sea areas (the Korea/Tsushima Straits,
Ryukyu Islands, lzu Islands, and Tsugaru Straits), and documented the conditions of seagoing during
the Upper Palaeolithic (through to the Jomon Period in some places) for the first time. We
demonstrated that the Upper Palaeolithic seagoing in these areas had been more active than
previously thought, although it was less frequent compared to the succeeding Jomon Period. Analysis
of oceanographic data and other evidence strongly suggest that these Upper Palaeolithic maritime
movements were not resulted from accidental drifting, and that a dugout may have already existed at
that time.
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