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We conducted theoretical and empirical analyses of bid rigging by collecting
the bidding results of public works projects by more than 1,700 local governments across Japan to
construct an unprecedentedly large data set and. Specifically, 1) we proposed a new method to
identify collusion from the data, and 2) we used quasi-experiments and other statistical methods to
verify how collusion is established, maintained, and collapse, suggested in theoretical studies of
repeated games. It is expected to open up a new field of practice where competition authorities and
corporate compliance departments can screen data for collusion. In addition, the results of 2) can
be fed back to the theoretical analysis of repetitive games to further develop theoretical research,
which is expected to be applied to the design of bidding systems to deter bid-rigging.
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