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This research attempts to examine Japanese partnership, marriage, fertility,
and inter-generational relations from an international comparative perspective. More specifically,
we firstly conducted the Japanese Generations and Gender Panel Survey (GGS) and collected

micro-data concerning Japanese family relations and formation. In the second place, we collected
macro-data on labour policy, welfare policy, family policy, wages, education, and employment in
Japan. We analyzed partnership formation, childbearing, child-rearing and inter-generational
support in Japan by combining the micro-and macro-data we collected. Furthermore, thanks to a
comparative analysis between Japan and other developed countries, we draw policy implications for
the sustainable development of Japanese society undergoing lowest-low fertility with an ageing and
shrinking population.
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