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Our study focused on the important issue of data anonymization and the
challenges it poses for protecting individual privacy. We conducted five open competitions to
evaluate different approaches to anonymizing personal data and identified both issues and best
practices.

Our research resulted in several significant publications, including top conference papers at PET
2023 for anonymizing location traces and an IEEE big data paper studying medical data anonymization.
We published a journal paper studying a mathematical model for the cost of data anonymization and
a journal paper that revealed user behavior in providing personal data, which was awarded at the
IPSJ Computer Security Symposium. These publications contribute to the development of anonymization
theory and methods and provide practical solutions to the challenge of protecting personal data.
UltimateIK, our research has important implications for both academia and society, helping to
advance the field of data privacy.
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