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Aspects of Disease in Ancient Greek Medicine: Discovery of the Women®s Bodies
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The purpose of my research program is to elucidate how ancient medical

writers understood women (or women"s bodies) in the Corpus Hippocraticum. It has recently been noted

by some commentators that the authors of the Hippocratic text left behind many sources on
gynecological diseases, as well as the role of women in reproduction, pregnancy, and childbirth.
First, | considered how ancient medical doctors understood women’ s bodies. I also reassess the
presence of women in the ancient medical field as patients, doctors, midwives, and therapists. In
doing so, I identify the voices of women in medical practices, and confirm that the Hippocratic
texts not only depict natural science objectively, but also describe women®s bodies based on the
ethics of care. Throu?h these considerations, | maintain that Hippocratic writers respected women as

minorities in medical practice and that they preserved women®s wisdom, which is present in the
therapeutic relationship in the form of unspoken voices.
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