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Bhaviveka (6 c.) is said to have named his position the Middle School

(Madhyamika) for the first time in the history of Mahayana Buddhism; he tried to prove his thesis
"All beings are empty of their intrinsic nature" by means of logical formulation (prayoga) under the

influence of Dignaga (5-6 c.) who established the school of Buddhist logic. Bhaviveka was severely
criticized by Candrakirti (7c.) who insisted to employ only the method of reductio ad absurdum in
order to refute any thesis that asserts the reality of beings. Having thoroughly examined all proof
formulations found in the Prajnapradipa of Bhaviveka, we came to the occlusion that he was well
versed in Dignaga®s system of logic, including the theory of pervasion (vyapti), and that the only
s;gnificant difference was his introduction of the phrase “ultimately® (paramarthatah) in his own
theses.
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