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Dynamism and Modernity in the pilgrimage to sacred places in Chinese religion:
The historical ethnography of Western Guangdong
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This study investigates the beliefs and practices of various actors,
including merchants, religious people, pilgrims, peasants, and water-dwelling people who traveled to
sacred sites in South China, especially along the river of western Guangdong Province. The sacred
places to which this study was targeted includes religious temples and shrines in the villages,
ancestral halls where the same lineage members gathered, native place associations where merchants
stayed, and spirit writing altars where the gods descended. The result of the study revealed that
the communities and trans-regional networks of these various actors have created new sacred sites,
new rituals and scriptures, and new social activities since the end of the 19th century.
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Spirit writing Halls in Western Guangdong: Their Positioning in the 19th-Century Spirit writing Movement
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