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Comprehensive Research on the History of Buddhism and Shin Buddhism in Okinawa
through Investigation and Analysis of Newly Discovered Materials
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The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual situation of the history
of Shin Buddhism in Ryukyu and Okinawa based on newly discovered materials. Since the first year, we
have intermittently conducted field material surveys in Kyushu and Okinawa, and have been able to

discover several important new materials. These new materials were made widely available through
repositories. The discovery of materials related to the mediation between the Ryukyuan government
and Higashi Honganji regarding the control of Shin Buddhist believers by the Ryukyuan government in
1877 is a particularly important achievement. Through the analysis of this suppression case based on
these documents, we were able to clarify the intentions of the three parties: the Ryukyu domain
government, Higashi Honganji temple, and the Meiji government. We were also able to clarify the
connection between the "Ryukyu Disposal" and this suppression case.
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