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Supports for "non-religious™ patients by chaplains in hospitals in Japan
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This study examined the religious care for non-believers by religious
people at hospitals and considered how it could be "care" for nonreligious people. First, we
conducted a questionnaire survey of 470 medical facilities in Japan where religious people were
assumed to be active.

In addition, we interviewed religious people working in six hospitals, two Christian hospitals, two

Buddhist hospitals, and two new-religious hospitals and asked them what kind of religious care they
provide to non-believers. It was found that each hospital has its own distinctive activities, and
that there are differences in how they demonstrate religiosity to patients and how they show
considerations for other religion. This was not only due to religious differences, but also to the
different ways of thinking of different hospitals.
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