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The Theoretical Foundation of Sexual Diversity in Lacanian Perspective
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By rereading Jacques Lacan"s discussion of the so-called "dialectic of
desire™, in which he proposed in the 1950s a redefinition of psychosexual or libidinal development
from the pre-Oedipal to the Oedipal stage from the viewpoint of language, going back to its premises

and reconstituting them, we demonstrated that it can explain not only masculine identification but
also feminine identification in a way that is consistent and compatible with clinical observations,
which also allows us to argue that this generalized dialectic of desire has a scope that extends to
the definition of femininity in his 1970s discussion of "sexuation”, as well as the potential to
provide a unified model for explaining sexual diversity on the two levels of gender identity and
sexual object choice.
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