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In December 2021, with the help of Kansai University Law Research Institute,
a large-scale symposium was launched concerning to this research topic, and the results were
published as a proceedings. Unfortunately, due to the stagnation of research caused by the corona
crisis, we did not realize the supposed final goal of publishing a collection of papers. But thanks
to the Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research offered again we have g¥begun another new joint
research which develops this research program concluded in this year. So, we aim to publish a
collection of papers suggested above within this year based on the results of this continued
research.Trough this continued research project, we would like to try to discuss more profoundly
how Machiavelli®s thought, which is usually regarded as the beginning of the secularization of
politics, uses religion as a fundamental driving force, and, more generally, how religion plays a
decisive role in the contemporary political phenomenon.
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