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In nineteenth-century Britain, in the transition period between the long
eighteenth century and the contemporary period, thinkers argued about culture and general education
in various contexts. In the process of industrialization and democratization, and in the spread of
public education, liberal education, whose aim was to cultivate the mind internally, was getting
more important with the idea of culture formed as its ideal. Also, a new kind of general education
was envisioned, from the viewpoint of the mutual relationship between Ireland and Great Britain, in
order to include that nation, especially its Catholic inhabitants, in the new United Kingdom. In the

late nineteenth century, along with the progress of science, the idea of liberal education
including scientific education was suggested, and the use of scientific and technical education was
discussed in the context of intensified competition among great powers.
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