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Gagaku practices in regional areas: from "the culture of the center® to "the
icon of local identity”
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This study explores the practice of gagaku, or imperial court music of
Japan, in local places. A special focus is given to the case of Nagoya and surrounding areas, which
are relatively close to Kyoto (the former center of gagaku tradition) but keep independent cultural
atmosphere and economic strength. The study examines how gagaku was brought from the ‘ center,’
settled in regions, and kept or changed (or keep changing) its musical tradition and social meaning
reflecting regionally unique situations and background through analysis of historical sources,
interviews with local practitioners, and observation of current local events using gagaku.
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‘ Locality’ and ‘ centralization’ of the performing arts: introduction of gagaku into local shrines in the Meiji period

Symposium “ Gagaku: cultural capital, cultural heritage, and cultural identity.”

2021

2022

TERAUCHI Naoko

Development of a city and its musical circumstance: the activities of craftsmen and merchants of musical instruments in the
modern period of Nagoya, Japan

The 3rd Forum of the International Council for Traditional Music (ICTM)
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