©
2018 2021

Another History of Modern Japanese Music: Reevaluating the Creative Performing
Activities of Female Musicians in the Taisho and Early Showa Periods
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The aim of this research was to clarify the contribution performers made for
establishing the western music genres in the musical world of modern Japan. The focus was on the
creative performing activities by female musicians, especially the soprano singer, NAGAI Ikuko
(1893-1983). She inaugurated the “ Singing in Japanese Movement” in 1925 to show the
appropriateness of the Japanese language for the words in the art song. She sought to encourage new
compositions of artistic song in Japanese. Her performing activities ranged all over Japan and
continued to 1941 in no fewer than thousand recitals. The facts of her performing activities, her
collaboration with translators, traditional Japanese musicians, and sponsors, and their influences
on the society have been reported in ten separate papers, three international conference
presentations, and two chapters in a book in English to be published in January 2023.
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