©
2018 2021

Amateurs _as Non-professional Artists: Strategies of Professional Artists and
Changes in Taste in 18th-century France

FUNAOKA, Mihoko

1,400,000

18

18

From the late 17th century, France became a leading center for culture in
Europe. As French artists produced outstanding artworks and expanded their customer base, amateurs
tastes grew more diversified in the 18th century. Their interest in genre paintings and still-life
paintings, which were considered low in the traditional hierarchy of genres, as well as in painting
techniques, increased.

This study focuses on the artistic practice of amateurs, mainly royalty, aristocrats, and wealthy
elite citizens, who became influential in the art world in the late 18th century. The study found
that amateurs often made use of their own experience in the study and practice of art, and
perspectives gained thereby, to appreciate and collect artworks. It also became clear that their
influence in the art world spread to neighboring countries.
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