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It is no exaggeration to say that book design is the most internationally
recognized and acclaimed area of the Czech avant-garde heritage. Books of avant-garde literature
were, at the same time, media of avant-garde art, and reflected international and metropolitan
artistic trends such as constructivism, functionalism, and surrealism. Therefore, almost all the
research on Czech avant-garde book design has been conducted from the perspective of art history, in

relation to those “ isms.” They tend to neglect the professional designers such as L.Sutnar, a
pioneer of information design, and Z.Rossmann, who was not active in Prague, but in Brno. We felt it
more proper to position them in the history of Czech book design, rather than in Czech art history.
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