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White Plum Blossoms (Hakubaizu Byobu), by Goshun, is a painting on a foldin
screen designated as an Important Cultural Property. The designation file records the base materia
as silk. However, a Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (FT-IR) analysis carried out in

collaboration with the Center for Conservation Science at the principal researcher’ s Institute
revealed that the base material is not silk but a plant fiber fabric. This plant fiber could be
either kudzu fiber or basho (Japanese banana) fiber. Both fibers are often confused in the textile
field, which makes a definite identification difficult. A comparative analysis based on an optical
investigation of a base material similar to that of White Plum Blossoms revealed that there is a
high probability that the material is basho fiber. The relationship between the use of a special
base material such as basho fiber fabric and Goshun’ s painting style is also examined.
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