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Restoration research of luminous material technique in a Medieval Yamato
Painting Folding Screen
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This study explored the various techniques used in depicting brightness in
medieval Yamato-e paintings and reproduced diverse expressions, such as ultramarine mica which is
mica mixed with indigo, mica undercoating that has mica mixed with white lead, the technique of
overlaying layers of torn gold leaf, and silver leaf applied on a heaped-up base of white chalk.
Significant progress was made in verifying the technique of applying a thick mica undercoating,
which was unique to the medieval period, through the restoration of the Hamamatsu painting in the
Ishiyamadera Engi Emaki. Using gampi and kozo paper, we created a series of prototypes of "noriji,"
a technique used in the application of fan paintings, and found a technique suitable for applying a
thick mica undercoat to a large screen.
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