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The ﬁurpose of this study was to elucidate some aspects of the relationship
between people”s lives and their health in the context of political and socioeconomic changes in
China during the modern era by examining the prevalence of tuberculosis in China in the first half
of the 20th century, its socioeconomic background, countrol measures, and social relations
surrounding patients.Throughout the study period, the following were identified. (1) Tuberculosis
(TB) was prevalent mainly In urban areas, but also became a problem in some rural areas (2) The
rural epidemic was thought to be caused in part by labor migration to and from the cities (3) TB
sanatoriums and specialized clinics were established from the 1930s 1in some cities, but they did
not spread nationwide until the founding of the People®s Republic (4) Close relatives such as family
and friends played a major role in the treatment of patients.
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