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A study of resistance to cultural translation regarding the spatial frame of the
Empire of Japan and people who lacked literacy

KO, Youngran
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The period around 1930 was a time during which the Empire of Japan acquired
its publishing capital from its markets in the colonies and occupied territories. This study focused
on 1) what those responsible for the Empire of Japan’ s legal/illegal publishing markets desired
from * readers” from colonial Korea, especially people who lacked literacy; 2) what readers in
colonial Korea actively desired from Japanese-language media; and 3) the way in which readers in
colonial Korea acted as agents spreading “ Japanese language” media. This study used the spatial
frame of the Empire of Japan as a reference to reveal how resistance between “ language/class” and
memory regarding the creation of new forms of cultural organization were historicized by means of

1), 2), and 3), through the frame of the Cold War.
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