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What a comoreehensive survey of the old book collection of the Keiko-kan
Hirosaki Clan School can tell us about knowledge acquisition in the early modern
Tsugaru region

UEKI, Hisayuki
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During Japan®s early modern period (Edo Period), how was knowledge
gathering pursued in provinces far from the cultural and political center of the Edo capital? This
research seeks to shed light on this topic through a comprehensive survey of the old book collection

of the “ Keiko-kan" clan school and the “ Okubunko™ private library of the feudal lord of the
Hirosaki (Tsugaru) Clan, the northernmost samurai domain on the island of Honshu during the Edo
Period. Toward this end, a comprehensive survey of Hirosaki Clan-related original documents in the
library of Toogijuku High School, which has the largest collection of such materials, has been
conducted in order to research specific ways in which learning and knowledge acquisition were
carried out at the time. As a supEIementary study, an examination was conducted of the contents of
the “ Library Catalogue of Keiko-kan Clan School™
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