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A Comprehensive Study of the Literature of Saikaku and Other Authors
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The principal investigator discovered that the authors of two Ukiyo-zoshi
works (“ Saikaku Meido Monogatari” published in 1697 and “ Kankatsu Heike Monogatari” published in
1710), whose authors were previously unknown, were written by Hojo Dansui, a disciple of Saikaku.
Taking the popular literature of the early modern period, especially up to the middle period, as an

example, the paper investigates what kind of relationship did or did not exist between the
historical fact of Japanese people®s drifting abroad and the popular literature of the time, and how
the image of foreign countries was formed and expressed by the Japanese people.
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