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Laments in Prose for Lost Wives in The Ming and Qing Eras
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In the middle to late Tang era, some scholars contained epitaphs and funeral

orations that mourned the death of their wives in their collections of works. Yet writing funeral
orations was never a common practice because writing about women in their households deviated from
the Confucian norm. However, in the Ming era, it almost became a rule for scholars to write epitaphs
and funeral orations for their deceased wives. In addition, they started using the form of a brief
biography in prose, which previously had been used solely to honor men and to commemorate their
achievements. The objects of mourning have also expanded from their married wives to concubines.
This research demonstrates that these developments occurred against the backdrop of a growing
mentality that showed more respect and understanding for marital bonds and affections among the
literati community in the Ming and Qing eras.
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