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In this study, | dealt with the issue of hobbies and tastes, which have been

lumped together as "literati taste,” and analyzed their significance and value through literary
works from the Tang and Song dynasties. Focusing on the middle and late Tang, when hobbies became
particularly popular, I argued that literati considered tastes as a way to differentiate themselves
from others and tried to assert their individuality through such activities, and that changes in the
social structure of the time can be pointed out as the background to the discovery of such an
important value in the activity of tastes. | also analyzed the musical tastes of Bai JuYi, one of
the most famous literati of the Middle Tang, and clarified that he was trying to express his
uniqueness in detail through his activities.
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