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Eighteenth-Century and Romantic Age Britain saw an explosion of interest in
its own past. Antiquaries, men interested in all aspects of the past, added new dimension to
literature in Britain in their attempts to reconstruct and recover the past. Antiquarianism produced

diverse discourses on Ancient Britons, Druids, Stonehenge, including such important primary sources
as Paul-Yves Pezron, The Antiquities of Nations; Henry Rowlands, Mona Antiqua Restaurata, an
Archaeological Discourse on the Antiquities, Natural and Historical, of the Isle of Anglesey; Aylett
Sammes, Britannia Antiqua Illustrata; or, The Antiquities of Ancient Britain. Druidism in Ancient
Britain is also a crucial issue in discussing antiquarianism. William Blake’ s The Ancient Britons,
one of the most important history paintings in his one-man Exhibition in 1809, along with his
detailed description of the lost picture, gives us important clues to the idea of Ancient Britons.
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Wordsworth

Thomas Durham, The History and Antiquities of the Deanery of Craven, in the County of York
(1805)
Blake Jerusalem 1804
Blake

Noah Heringman, Sciences of Antiquity: Romantic Antiquarianism, Natural History,
and Knowledge Work 2013

Paul-Y ves Pezron, The Antiquities of Nations
(1706); Henry Rowlands, Mona Antiqua Restaurata, an Archaeological Discourse on the
Antiquities, Natural and Historical, of the Isle of Anglesey (1723); Aylett Sammes, Britannia



Antiqua lllustrata; or, The Antiquities of Ancient Britain (1676); John Owen, A Compleat and
Imperial History of the Ancient Britons (1743); Francis Grose, The Antiquities of England and
Wales (1773-87)

William Stukeley Sonehenge: A Temple
Restored to the British Druids (1740)  Abury: A Temple of the British Druids (1743)
(Blake, William Callins, Gray )

William Cooke,
An Enquiry into the Patriarchal and Druidical Religion, Temples, &... wherein, The Primaeval
Institution and Universality of Christian Scheme is manifested (1755); the anonymous Complete
History of the Druids..with an Inquiry into their Religion and its Coincidence with the
Patriarchal (1810); the anonymous The Identity of the Religions called Druidical and Hebrew
(1829); D. James, Patriarchal Religion of Britain (1836)
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