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Emerson as a Public Intellectual: Pursuing Possibilities of a Universal Language
Founded on Nature
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Self-Help

On the basis of Emerson®s original idea of "self-reliance,” which made him
the first "public intellectual™ in America, the primary source is Nature itself, the creative power
which he thinks is shared by every private man and ensures his or her infinitude. Our research
examined so-called mystic discourses in Emerson®s works ranging from Nature (1836) to Representative

Men (1850) and found that he is more a naturalist and practical moralist than a mystic.

Our reading clarifies Representative Men to be a biography of Emerson as a naturalist, showing how
Emerson®s key word, "representative,”™ which is related to the idea of a "public” from which there
are no exclusions, comes from Swedenborg®s physiology and how his scientific views had developed
from Plato, culminating in Goethe®s organic view of life.

EmersoR Public Intellectual Nature Representation Representative Men Science Secularity
Goethe



1980 20 20

Emerson (2003)

19

“ Compensation”

public intellectual” self-reliance”

The Conduct of Life (1860)
“ the infinitude of the private man”

Public Public
" representative”
Nature 1836 Representative Men (1850)
Emerson
Society “ Emerson in Translation”

“ Woodnotes 11’



“ non-conformist”
private  public
2019 5 “ Economy,
however, is my mottoe” :

13 2023 2

2019 10

“Self-Reliance” Public
“spirit” “genius”
common-wealth
nature  culture

2019 —
Self-Help (1859)
”Self-Reliance” “ Self-Help” (2020)
“self-culture”
2020
5
“May-Day’—
Nature
Nature
— — 2022 (2021)
1844
“Nature” “the secularity of nature”
“natural history”
Representative Men
Representative Men
“Initial, Daemonic, and Celestial Love” (2023) “Goethe as a Representative
Man” 2023 W.

The Marriage of Heaven and Hell (1790-93) Swedenborg
“Initial, Daemonic, and Celestial Love”






Representative Men “ Initial, Daemonic, and Celestial Love” 2023
15-28
DOl
Nature 2022
1-13
DOl
52
" May-Day” 2021
Pilologa 11-29
DOl
51
" Self-Reliance” “ Self-Help” 2020
Philologia 25-42

DOl




2019

HP  http://www.elsj.org/chubu/2019%20proceedings/oda_atsuko.pdf -

DOl

Goethe as a Representative Man

“ Workshop on Emerson’ s Representative Men”

2023

Nature

2021

2019




2019

Emerosn in Translation

International Poe and Hawthorne conference

2018

2023

282

19 —

http://www.elsj.org/chubu/2019%20proceedings/oda_atsuko.pdf




(Wider Sarah)

(Patterson Anita)

2018

2018

“ Workshop on Emerson’ s Representative Men”

2023

2023




