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Rural Englishness and the English Novel
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I studied when and in what historical contexts the idea of rural
Englishness, which holds that the "green and pleasant™ countryside is England®s essential national
identity, emerged, and how it transformed itself in the history of the 19th and 20th centuries,
conflicting with other national identities (industrial, imperial, and so on) at different times.
Concretely speaking, | analysed and interpreted the works of representative English writers, from
Jane Austen to Kazuo Ishiguro, focusing on how they depicted English rural society and its
landscape, and through this, how they constructed and deconstructed the idea of rural Englishness.



1980 1990
Gikandi, Maps of Englishness (1996);
Matless, Landscape and Englishness (1998); Baucom, Out of Place: Englishness, Empire
and the Locations of Identity (1999) ; Corbett, et. al. (eds.), The Geographies of
Englishness (2002); Kumar, The Making of English National Identity (2003); Esty, A
Shrinking Island: Modernism and National Culture in England (2004)
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