©
2018 2023

Romantic Imagination and the History of Methodology: Inductivism and
Hypothetical Thinking in the Eighteenth-Century Newtonian Paradigm

Nakamura, Yoshiki

1,600,000

18

19

18

This_research project reinterprets Romantic modes of thought in terms of the
methodological issues associated with inductive procedures in 18th century empirical science. For
this purpose | traced how hypothetical reasoning, which emerged from the limitations of inductivism,
historically developed into a “ principle” of imagination and creativity in the Romantic era. By

chiefly examining the texts of S.T. Coleridge, which cover multiple fields of knowledge such as
literary criticism, philosophy, science, history, and medicine (physiology and pathology), I
analyzed the procedures of argumentation and the formation of theories as found in Romantic critical
discourse. | also clarified how these Romantic ways of thinking contributed to shaping paradigms
that supported various fields of thought that newly emerged in the early 19th century.
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