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A Study on the changing Representation of the Uncle in the 20th Century German
Children®s and Youth Literature
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Through the analysis of the "uncle"-figure depicted in the German children®s
and youth literature of the 20th century this study considers the changes in the modern family and
its diversifications. Consequently, it was proven that against the backdrop of the loss of paternal
authority or the absence of fathers for the first time a liberal and cheerful "uncle”-figure played
an active role in the growth and development of children in the Berlin-centered urban children’ s
and youth literature during the inter-war period. Under the Nazi regime, the "uncle" was again
replaced by a strong father-figure, but from a contemporary perspective, he could be confirmed in
his positioning as the forerunner of the diversity seen in postwar families.
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Reading tha Manga "My Brother®s Husband" with Regard to the Uncle"s Function in Literature
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