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In this study, | scrutinized the discourse of Wieland, the leader of 18th
century cosmopolitanism, and clarified its contemporaneous significance. First, | extracted an "
outsider” attitude that intentionally distanced himself from society and customs as a consistent
feature of his cosmopolitanism from his early years to his later years. 1 also showed that this was
closely linked to his insistence on "freedom of speech,”™ which was one of his basic stances. | also
paid attention to Kant as a representative cosmopolitan of the time and compared him with Wieland. 1

showed that cosmopolitanism, which has often been criticized as being too idealistic and detached
from reality, was indispensable for the meaningful development of the Enlightenment®s idea of public

sphere.
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