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This research elucidated how newspapers and magazines were involved in the
generation of public opinion during the formative period of German civil society by examining the
Lavater-Mendelssohn controversy (1769-1770) and the Pantheism controversy (1785). Furthermore, by
conducting a media analysis of Jean Paul Friedrich Richter®s novel ™ Dr. Katzenberger®s Journey to
the Spa" (1809/1822) it revealed that the form and content of newspapers and magazines had deeply
influenced the author®s creative activities. The author®s appeals to the readers served as a
cata=yst for the repeated digressions from the story"s progression that characterize Richter"s
novels.
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