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Travel and Transportation as Frequent Motifs of Nineteenth French Comics

MORITA, Naoko

1,000,000

19

1830

Our research aims to examine why French picture stories, later called “
comic strips” , frequently adopted the themes of travel and transportation to evolve in nineteenth
century. First, we investigated works of Rodolphe Topffer (1799-1846), today considered as the
father of the comic strip, who not only told travel tales but also invented various expressions for
describing speed, chase and dream travel. Next, we examined French caricaturists under his
influence. Cham focused on the physical uneasiness of various transport facilities (omnibus,
steamships, trains), whereas Gustave Dore; satirized Alps tourism. In the 1860s, Leonce Petit
combined a Bildungsroman with transportations and urbanism during the Second Empire. We have noted
these artists have inscribed vague anxiety about industrialized and urbanized society.
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