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HAVE

The principal objective of this study is to reconsider the syntactic and
semantic properties of the notions of "possession” and "location”, which has been assumed to be
overlapped with each other, and to clearly show that these two notions consist a continuous
phenomenon. By focusing upon the grammatical issues such as Experiencer subjects, eventive nouns,
valence-increasing alternations and subject-predicate relationship of possession sentences in
Japanese, English, German and Swahili and other Bantu languages, we have clarified the various
conditions on possession constructions in these languages.

Based upon our cross-linguistic approach, we have shed light upon the continuity of the notions of "
possession™ and "location™ and shown that the syntactic-pragmatic properties “ possession”
constructions in human languages are adequately predicted and explained by assuming the function
HAVE which specifies the relationship between individual and event, i.e., possession of events.
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