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What kind of roles do fillers play in speech communication? Are their roles
different depending on the language? To Answer these questions, we built parallel corpus of
spontaneous English and Japanese. Using the corpus, we examined filler probabilities at sentence and

clause boundaries and searched for factors related to the use of fillers. The results show that the
boundary depth and the number of words in the immediately following clause have positive effects on
the filler probabilities in both languages and that the effects tend to be stronger in English than
in Japanese. The results indicate that clause-level speech planning is carried out further before
the clause starts in English than in Japanese.
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