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The aim of the present study is to elucidate the common principle of
accentuation between Northwest Caucasian and Proto-Balt-Slavic. | elucidated two main topics:
(1) the two language-branches had two accent properties of dominant and recessive on every syllable,
and (2) the accent properties may derive from a tonal system in languages such as Japanese. The
tonal system of the two language-branches changed into the stress accent system, which is
reconstructed by V. A. Dybo in Proto-Balt-Slavic. This hypothesis is assisted by the fact that there

is such a language as Dungan — a dialect of Chinese, in which the position of word stress is
predictable by tones.



(Abkhaz)
T. Yanagisawa

(2010) Analytic Dictionary of Abkhaz. Yanagisawa (2012) A Grammar of Abkhaz.
(dominant) (recessive)

Jp160 (1981)

(—RLT TREd)

4+ +4 — — +, - =144+ -4+ 1
(+++)
(++)
(Saussure 1896)

(Adyge)
(Ubykh)
++ 14+ - - 4 - = +4 -+ (+++)
(++)
(H) (L) kabuto (HLL), kokoro (LHL), uguisu (LHLL), karakasa (LHHL).

(1967)



Dumézil (1975)

Vogt (1963)
Robinson (1976)
Trautmann (1910)

Trautmann

23
Matesi¢ (1970) Matesié
(APa, APb, AP¢)
14
tamcabz [Y+ — — — -] flame' (< tfamca[+ — -] fire, labz ['+ — -] 'tongue’), a-c"laj-Z [+ 1+ —

+] 'body' (< a-c*a[+ 4] 'skin', jo [] 'and, a-Hto [+ 4] 'flesh).
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