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This study analyzed the relationship between sentence-initial and
sentence-final elements to elucidate the factors that cause the clausal truncation effect in
Japanese. The distribution of sentence adverbials and topic elements appearing on the left periphery

of the clause is influenced by items occurring in the clausal right periphery, such as the
speaker-oriented modality and the functional heads affecting the predicate conjugation. This
confirms that the locality constraint on head movement affects the truncation effect in Japanese.
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