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An investigation of honorifics and benefactives in modern Japanese: how people”
s awareness of politeness has changed in the process of gradual decrease in
deference

Takiura, Masato
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Honorifics and benefactives in modern Japanese were investigated with

corpora. The results revealed that the law of gradual decrease in deference affected both of them:
in benefactives a major shift was observed from deferential ‘ -te kudasaru’ to presentational * -te
itadaku’ , and in honorifics a substantial change in people’ s preferences was presumed. We

discussed that there is a bulk flow in people’ s consciousness of politeness from ‘ deference’ to

* demeanor’

after the terminology of Erving Goffman.
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