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The purpose of this article is to illuminate the history of conditional
expressions in the Japanese language. First, the article discusses the following four aspects: 1)
rakugo materials have peculiar linguistic characteristics; 2) authors in the Meiji period generated
language styles to unify written and spoken Japanese based on their individual normative
consciousness; 3) among materials with the nature of written language, those with tangible speaker
“ individuality” show a particular tendency to promote changes in the language; and 4) materials
with the nature of spoken language tend to show regional characteristics of the language.
Next, the article illuminates the history of conditional expressions, both copulative and
adversative, based on the discussions 1) through 4).
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