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By referring to general grammatico-pragmatic tendencies of languages as
their “ default preferences,” this study investigated the relations between default preferences and
the functions of constructions in Japanese and English, and showed the following three points. (1)

Default preferences in Japanese and English can be captured in terms of the “ three-tier model of
language use,” proposed by the principal investigator (Hirose), where Japanese is characterized as
a private-self-centered language, and English as a public-self-centered language. (2) Japanese and
English have not only constructions that inherit their default preferences but also those that
override them. (3) The constructions overriding default preferences have properties that alter the
unmarked three-tier relationships in Japanese and English as defined by the three-tier model.
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Can you ...?
Would you like to ...?
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because X
I cannot go out today because tired.
because X because X
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I want to win. I imagined playing the piano.
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