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Our research investigated the position of reason wh-adverbials in clause
structure by analyzing children’ s and mother®s naturalistic speech data in English, French, and
Japanese, and conducting children®s and adults® experiments in Japanese. We focused on the
following six issues: (1) co-occurrence of reason wh-adverbials with negation, (2) linear positions

of reason wh-adverbials in questions, (3) intervention effects of a negative polarity item in
wh-questions, (4) negative island effects in wh-questions, (5) positions of reason wh-adverbials and

other adverbs, (6) positions of reason wh-adverbials and focus phrases. The results of theses
studies have provided pieces of evidence that Japanese-speaking children, French-speaking children
and English—speakin? children, like adults, locate reason wh-adverbials higher than other
wh-phrases, in the left periphery of clause structure.
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