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This research project conducted a systematic four-dimensional analysis of
the spatio-temporal systems in the history of English, i.e. space, time, history and the new
dimension, discourse. Judging how distant the situations are from their domain, speakers exploit the
elements of space and time to take either a proximal or distal perspective. This research examined

how perspectives change as discourse progresses, and what factors are relevant to this change in
discourse.
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