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Dangling participles, which is closely tied to the context of utterance,
inherently include the speaker®s standpoint and thus exhibit a shift towards serving as discourse
markers. This study examines examples of changes in dangling participles to investigate the
direction of their semantic change. First, it was found that dangling participles derived from past
participles invariably show a change towards becoming discourse markers through a concessive
interpretation. Second, depending on whether the dangling participle is used at the beginning or the

end of a sentence, it conveys different interpersonal meanings. Third, we observed that dangling
participles expressing movement are metaphorically repurposed, evolving from expressions managing
the timeline of a topic to indicating transitions within the topic itself.
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